162   NATURE OF JEWISH RELIGIOUS LIFE
characterized by a variety of divergent tendencies,1 four of
which are evident even within the orthodox Judaism of the
Torah and the Temple. These are represented by the groups
known as the Sadducees, the Pharisees, the Zealots and the
Essenes**
I
the sadducees
No exact account can be given of the meaning or origin of
the word Sadducee.* Attempts have been made to derive it
from Zadok, the High Priest in Solomon's day, but this etymo-
logy can hardly be taken seriously, for apart from the difficulty
of the double d in saddukim, which is well vouched for, there
is the surprising fact that the Sadducees never laid any claim
to such a connexion, by calling themselves, for example, the
sons of Zadok. It seems more probable that the name of this
sect was in some way linked with the ideas and beliefs which
current opinion imputed, rightly or wrongly, to its adherents,
and that their designation, like nearly everything else we know
of them, may be due to their opponents.4 In the literature
of the Talmud, Sadduceeism ultimately finds expression in the
curious epithet epicurean, used to denote those who reject the
resurrection and despise the oral Law, or Tradition.5 This is
no doubt the real clue to the meaning of the term 6 ; but our
concern here is rather with the Sadducean tendency itself than
with the term.7
This tendency involves three main points. (1) The
Sadducees denied the resurrection, personal immortality, the
future life, and retribution. (2) They denied the existence of
angels or demons. (3) They rejected the supremacy of fate
(dua0jjiivri)y or determinism, and believed in the freedom of the
will.8 That is to say, they adopted the role of orthodox believers
of the old school, holding fast to the spirit and the principles of
1 Josephus calls them atg&reig (cf. Ant., xiii, 5, 9 : «ard <5e rov %qqvqv
tovtov TQ£l$ algeasig rwv 'lovdalcov r^aav) or (pitoaoyiat, (cf. Ant.> xviii, 1, 2 :
2	General bibliography in CCLH, 294 ff. ;  LXXV, ii, 447-9 ;  CCLIH,
chaps, ix and xxiv ;   CCLXXXIV, 31 ;   LI, chap. xii.
3	EB, art. Sadducees, §§ 1 and 2 ;   CCLHI, 185, n. 1 ;   CCLXXVIO,
290 ff.
4	CGLXXII, 319,	5 Jos., Ant., xiii, 10, 6.
6	Cowley, in EB, § 2 of the article quoted, recalls the Persian zindik,
which is used of a manichee, or more generally of any unbeliever ; but the
hypothesis is weak.
7	CGLXXVm, ii, 291 ff. ;   LXXV, ii, 406 ff.
8	Jos., Ant.9 xv, 5, 9 ;   B. J., ii, 8, 14.

